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Attempts to revive peace negotiations between President Cesar Gaviria's administration and one
of Colombia's guerrilla factions still fighting against the government, have once again collapsed.
The talks to be held with the dissident Socialist Renovation faction of the National Liberation
Army (Ejercito de Liberacion Nacional-Renovacion Socialista, ELN-RS) were scheduled to
begin Sept. 25 in Ovejas, located in the northern department of Sucre (see NotiSur 04/13/93 for
coverage of previous negotiation attempts). In anticipation of the talks, about half of the ELNRS's estimated 600 members began gathering in the area around Ovejas. Nevertheless, on Sept. 22
while surveying territory near Ovejas proposed for rebel disarmament enclaves ELN-RS leaders
Enrique Buendia and Ricardo Gonzalez were killed by government troops. Army spokespersons
claim Buendia and Gonzalez were killed in combat. ELN-RS officials, however, vehemently deny
the government's version, and accuse the Army of taking the two captive and then summarily
executing them. Following news of the deaths, ELN-RS officials issued a press release condemning
the killings and announcing an indefinite suspension of the peace negotiations. The document
indicated that Buendia and Gonzalez had complied with terms of a preliminary agreement with
the government regarding preparations for the negotiations and had been taken to Ovejas on
government helicopters. The statement also claimed that the two were attacked by Army troops
despite the fact that they were waving white flags. Presidential peace and security advisor Ricardo
Santamaria and deputy interior minister Jorge Garcia Gonzalez told reporters that the government
regretted the deaths of Buendia and Gonzalez and had ordered an investigation into the incident.
The investigation, they added, will be conducted by the Armed Forces inspector general and the
Armed Forces special prosecutor. On Sept. 24, during a Bogota press conference, Interior Minister
Fabio Villegas said that Santamaria, along with representatives from the Defense Ministry and the
Attorney General's Office, had gone to Ovejas to participate in the investigation and to meet with
ELN-RS leaders Gabriel Borja and Jacinto Ruiz to bring the negotiation process back on track. "In
all dialogue processes there are deplorable setbacks, but the desire for peace must prevail," said
Villegas. "For the good of the country, we hope that the death of Buendia will not block movement
toward a political agreement and peace with the Renovation faction." On Oct. 4, the ELN-RS issued
a communique specifying conditions for continued negotiations, demanding a second autopsy on
the bodies, and attributing responsibility for the deaths to Army Lt. Jose Miguel Velandia, head of
the unit which killed the rebel leaders. The conditions included immediate release of the results of
the government investigation into the incident; prosecution of Velandia on criminal charges and
his immediate suspension from duty; a clear delineation of the Army's role in the negotiations;
and promulgation of a presidential decree ratifying subordination of the armed forces to the
executive. Meanwhile, tensions surrounding the proposed talks with the ELN-RS have been further
aggravated by a military offensive launched by rebels from the Simon Bolivar Guerrilla Coordinator
(Coordinadora Guerrillera Simon Bolivar, CGSB), an umbrella organization comprised of the ELN,
the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia,
FARC), and a dissident faction of the Popular Liberation Army (Ejercito Popular de Liberacion, EPL).
According to the CGSB, the "Black September" offensive seeks to put pressure on the government
to return to the negotiating table. Talks between the CGSB and the government broke off earlier
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this year. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 09/24/93; Agence France-Presse, 09/20/93, 09/21/93, 09/24/93;
Spanish news service EFE, 09/18/93, 09/20/93, 09/24/93, 09/25/93, 09/28/93, 09/30/93, 10/04/93,
10/05/93)
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